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Pastor’s Ponderings
Pastor David Eisenhuth

There was a small restroom adjacent to the pastor’s sac-
risty at Holy Comforter’s building on York Road in Balti-
more. It was affectionately known as the “pastor’s potty.” It
really was not exclusive to me, but because of its location
hardly anyone but those vesting in my sacristy used it. It was
always unlocked.

One Christmas Day, just before our 10 a.m. Eucharist
was about to begin, I went to the restroom to wash my hands.
The door was closed. I thought that was unusual because it
was always open unless it was occupied. Everyone was in
the church waiting for the service to start. I opened the door
and there I saw a heavy-set man with a crop of white hair
and a long beard. He was stark naked. He was washing him-
self in the sink.

I had lots of questions. Who was he? How did he get into
the building? The outside doors were always locked on days
when there would be few worshippers and those who came
had to be buzzed in via a side entrance. Was he homeless?
I didn’t know what to say to him except Merry Christmas.

He wished me the same and after a short pause I told him
that our service was about to start and he would be welcome
to join us. Since he was in such a delicate state of undress I
figured he would not be able to do this. I then told him the
service would be over in an hour and at that point we would
have to lock the building. He said “Ok.” I left him there and
went into the sanctuary to celebrate Holy Communion on
the Feast of the Incarnation of Our Lord.

After the service ended I immediately went to the bath-
room to see if he was still there. The door was ajar and there
was no sign of him at all except that the waste can was filled
with the paper towels he had used to dry himself. I spent the
whole day thinking about him. It was a snowy and cold Christ-
mas morn. I know I wouldn’t survive two days as a homeless
person. Where was he? I hoped he found shelter somewhere.
Who was he? That is a question which still resonates in my
mind on Christmas Day. I can still see him there at the sink.
On first thought, maybe he was Santa Claus. With his white
hair and beard, were he decked out in the familiar red suit, he

would be the pride of any department store. But there was no
red suit, just a pile of nondescript clothing. And Santa Claus
would be back at the North Pole on the 25th, resting after
delivering all those presents.

While we call it Christmas, the official name is, as I men-
tioned above, the Incarnation of our Lord. Incarnation means
to “take on flesh.” Jesus is born as a child of a human parent,
carrying the divine, but appearing in our form. It’s a remark-
able notion, unique to Christianity amongst other world reli-
gions. It’s also a hugely powerful image that God loves us so
much that God came into the world to live amongst us.

Incarnation can take many forms in the life of the church.
The love we share with one another and the world is God’s
incarnate Word. The bread and wine of the Eucharist are the
incarnate body and blood of our Lord. So maybe that man

Continued on page 10
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ROTARY FUNDRAISER

Thanks to all congregation members who supported the
Rotary Fundraiser for the Micah’s Backpack project by buy-
ing raffle tickets or attending the event. It was a great time.
The Rotary Club said this was their largest attendance in the
history of this event. We do not know how much money the
Hagerstown Area Religious Council (HARC) will receive
for the Micah’s Backpack project as of yet, but they will
keep us posted. The money received will be put into our com-
munity Micah’s Backpack account, and will be divided and
given out to all of the sponsors of the project.

Since Trinity is one of the largest sponsors in our area—
if not the largest—we will receive a large portion of the money
raised by the Rotary Club event. Some members of our church
who attended the event were successful winners of action
items. If Micah’s Backpack is invited to participate in the
event next year, we may want to consider donating some
items for the auction. It was a fun night. Thanks again for all
who went.

BELK

We have a new store at the Mall! Belk opened in Octo-
ber. When Belk enters a new community, it picks one charity
to assist. Belk chose the Micha’s Backpack project. HARC
received a $25,000 check to be put into our Micah’s fund.
Thanks be to God. This donation, too, will be divided up
proportionality to all of the sponsors based on the number of
children they serve. Trinity will benefit from this in a great
way. This was such a surprise. You may want to check out
the new store and do some Christmas shopping there. What
a blessing they are to have in our community.

CHRISTMAS PROJECT

We will once again turn our focus to the Veterans at
Northpoint for Christmas. We purchase gift cards to give the
residents. These are very well received. This is a wonderful
way to share Chrismas cheer with a population that is very
deserving and most appreciative. Any amount you would like

to share is needed. We purchase the cards with the dona-
tions. Please mark your check for the Veterans Christmas
Project.

150TH ANNIVERSARY

We are planning some exciting things for Christmas from
our past. Look for some items to be in the church that have
not been used in probably 50 years. We will also be bringing
back some small traditions from our past—some you will
remember and some you may have not heard about as we
celebrate our past and embrace our future. We want to docu-
ment our year of celebration. If you took pictures at our kick-
off in October, please send them to Colleen Gildee in the
Church Office: (301)7 33-2878 or cgildee@tlchag.org.

The next meeting of the 150th Anniversary Celebration
group will be at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 11. All are
welcome! Contact Carol Brashears at brash115@aol.com if
you are interested in helping.

Advent Craft Festival
Jane Drawbaugh

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
10 TO 11 A.M., FELLOWSHIP HALL

On Sunday, December 2, the Christian Education/Family
Ministry Team will host Advent and Christmas crafts for the
entire congregation between the worship services in Fellow-
ship Hall. There will be multiple stations for crafts including
a nativity luminaria, Advent calendars, and a variety of crafts
from kits, plus light refreshments. Come and share in the fun
and fellowship of the season and make items to prepare for
and celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus.

Social Ministry
Carol Brashears

Continued next column.

Social Ministry
Continued
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From the Organ
Bench
Pastor Greg Shook

the mighty from their thrones and exalted the lowly.”
• Mary, in her hastening to help Elizabeth, provides the

example of focusing on service to others.
• The line about God “filling the hungry with good things”

comes back to us when Jesus says “Blessed are they who
hunger and thirst after righteousness for they will be
filled” (Matt. 5:7). This is a reminder to us to “stay hun-
gry” for the justice, truth, and hope found in God’s grace.

• And then there is the line that the rich are sent away
empty. What? This reminds us that when we think we’ve
already accumulated all the “riches” and seem to think
that we have everything all figured out, we probably
don’t. People striving to be gods rather than God’s.

So much symbolism and power in this text. It’s the per-
fect time to ask ourselves if our souls magnify the Lord?
Do others see Christ’s love and goodness in us? Are we

letting God work through us rather than for us? There is great
power in how ordinary Mary is, and yet how great things can
be born of someone as average as you and me.

May we celebrate everything this season means, includ-
ing the hope of more promises fulfilled.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Pastor Greg

First Communion and
Confirmation Classes
Jane Drawbaugh

The Christian Education/Family Ministry Team is explor-
ing the possibility of a class in the New Year for students
who are interested in first communion instruction and/or con-
firmation instruction. We would hold the class on Sunday
mornings during the Sunday Church School hour. It would
be led by Pastor David and a team of lay leaders.

If you have a child, grandchild, or someone else you think
might be interested, please contact the church office with the
child’s name and age. If there is enough interest, we will
schedule an informational meeting for all parents and stu-
dents and get the class/classes started.

The ages for these classes is not set in stone by Trinity or
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you have
questions regarding age appropriateness, please contact Pas-
tor David or Jane Drawbaugh.

Dear Flock,
As we near the seasons of Advent, Christ-

mas, and Epiphany, we will once again hear
the ancient story of waiting and watching, of
Christ’s birth, and the visit from the Magi.
With these seasons come beautiful words,
many of them set to music by some of the
world’s greatest composers.

It was early on in my organ study with the late Dr. Clair
Johansen that the conversation came up about favorite scrip-
ture. I don’t remember who first approached the subject. What
I do remember is that he said to go home and “read Mary’s
Song found in Luke 1:46-55.” He said it was called the
Magnificat (Latin for “my soul magnifies the Lord”). I was
never the same. The words and the power behind them have
stayed with me over the years. Even though we hear the words
each year, it doesn’t hurt one bit to be reminded of the power
and significance behind them.

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked
with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from gen-
eration to generation. 51He has shown strength with his
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hun-
gry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ances-
tors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” (NRSV)

This scripture is a testament to the possibilities that God
can offer to us. It is a testament to great things coming from
the least likely of places. Mary was not revered socially, the
daughter of royalty, or even from a pedigreed family. She
was described as a handmaiden. Nothing fancy. No glitter,
no glitz. Simply, a handmaiden, a subservient female ser-
vant. The Magnificat is much more than just a prayer of praise,
for it reminds us of the essential link between humility and
holiness.
• We are reminded that as God has “regarded the lowli-

ness of his handmaid” and “done great things” for Mary
in making her the Mother of his Son, “he has put down
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From Your
Council President
Judy Conrad

Operation
Christmas
Child
Jane Drawbaugh

Although small in number, Trinity’s young people are a
very caring and compassionate group. This year our Chil-
dren Helping Children group of Sunday Church School (SCS)
students decided to participate in Operation Christmas Child,
a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse. Collecting money and items,
the group was able to fill to the brim 17 plastic shoeboxes
with blankets, backpacks, books, toys, games, stuffed ani-
mals, school supplies, calculators, soap, washcloths, tooth-
brushes, hair bows and bands, jewelry, craft projects, purses,
hats, socks, flip flops, and much, much more. The boxes were
displayed during the annual meeting for all to see before be-
ing taken to the drop off point on November 19. And with
special tracking labels, we will be able to see where in the
world our 17 boxes go and know that 17 children will have a
merrier Christmas because we cared!

Thank you to all who helped with this project!

Please Help Deliver
Christmas
Poinsettias

Would you be able to deliver one or two poinsettias to a
Trinity member sometime during the week of December 9
though 15?

The Senior Ministry Team coordinates the delivery of
poinsettias to some members. The plants are available at
church Sunday, December 9 and through that week so that
people may pick them up to deliver at a time convenient to
them.

These plants are appreciated and bring the joy of the sea-
son and the love of Trinity to our members. If you can help
please contact Karen Spessard at (301)791-1532.

I realized as I sat down to write this that it will be my last
letter to you as President of the Church Council. I have been
so blessed to have served the Council, the congregation, staff,
and the Lord over the last two years. I have learned so much
and I hope that I have served you well. I cannot tell you how
much your applause meant to me at the Congregational Meet-
ing. I was very, very touched by the signs of support I re-
ceived from you! Thank you all very much.

I must thank Pastor David for trusting us and coming to
serve Trinity. He is a wonderful addition and, I think, will
lead us well into a successful future for Trinity. We are also
blessed to have Colleen Gildee as our Executive Adminis-
trator. She is the detail lady and is a huge help to everyone!
Any Council president will be more successful with her help!
At our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 18,
we elected four new members to Council: Mary Madurski,
Matt Koogle, Mark Deiterich, and Craig Robinson. I pray
that they will have a good experience on Council and have
your support. Ralph Conrad and Jeff Reed were also elected
to the Endowment Board. A good choice, as they are so very
active in our Outreach programs.

The budget as presented was passed after some good dis-
cussion. Open discussion about important topics is always
valuable, and both sides of the conversation learn from each
other. Many of the requests are easily fulfilled, and notes
were taken to assure that they would be carried through in
2019.

We are heading into the busiest month of the year for all
of us. There are many opportunities for fellowship and giv-
ing of your time to Trinity. Jazz Vespers, decorating our wor-
ship spaces, breakfast with our own Santa, the Advent Craft
Festival, assisting the Cold Weather Shelter, and finally the
Tour of Historic Houses of Worship again, with Jazz Vespers
this year.

I hope that in the midst of this busy time you have some
quiet time to thank God for all we have been given and for
the opportunities to come in 2019. I pray that we will all
have peaceful family time and time for worship at Trinity.
Those are what this season is all about.

God’s Blessings to each of you. May you have a joyous
Christmas and a blessed New Year.
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Christmas
Jazz Vespers
Pastor Greg Shook

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26 AT 7:30 P.M.

Continue your Christmas celebration with jazz! Jazz Ves-
pers will be held on Wednesday, December 26, at the con-
clusion of the Historic Houses of Worship tour. This service
will feature a blend of elements of Evening Prayer, your fa-
vorite Christmas hymns, and lots of secular music. The ser-
vice will conclude with candle lighting and the singing of
Silent Night. Refreshments will be served before the start of
the service. If you would like to help with this evening as
host/hostess, provider of goodies, or assisting with the re-
ception area, please let us know.

Annual Twelfth Night
Concert!
Pastor Greg Shook

Saturday, January 5, at 7 p.m., the Capital Carillon Hand-
bell Choir will once again bring us an evening of readings
and splendor in the music of the Christmas season. The
evening will include some carol singing and beautiful ar-
rangements of our seasonal favorites played on hundreds of
bells and chimes. Invite your friends and neighbors to join
you for this wonderful evening as we transition from Christ-
mas to Epiphany. If you would like to help with sponsorship
of this event, please see Pastor Greg at (301)733-2878 or
GShook@tlchag.org.

Making a Joyful Noise
Here is a list of upcoming musical events featuring mem-

bers of Trinity Lutheran. If you’d like to share an upcoming
event, please send who, what, where, and when to Leslie
LeBlanc at leblanc@myactv.net.

Hagerstown Choral Arts
Trinity members Kelly Anthony, Rick Anthony, Addie
Bloomfield, Therese Ramey, Pastor Greg Shook
• Messiah Sing, 4 p.m., Saturday, December 8, Trinity

Lutheran Church, Sanctuary
Prophets of the Abstract Truth
Trinity member Carl Disque
• 11 a.m. Sunday, December 16, Beans in the Belfry,

Brunswick, Md.
Staff Infection
Trinity member Andy Wallace
• 9 to 12 p.m., Friday, December 7, John Allison Public

House, Greencastle, Pa.
• 9 to 12 p.m., Saturday, December 8, Benny’s Pub, Hag-

erstown, Md.
• 5 to 7:30 p.m.Monday, December 31, Krumpe’s Donut

Drop, Downtown, Hagerstown, Md.

Tour of Historic
Houses of Worship
 Judy Conrad

Once again on December 26, 2018   from 3 to 7 p, Trin-
ity will participate in the annual Hagerstown Tour of His-
toric Houses of Worship. This is always a wonderful evening
when you can visit worship facilities of many denomina-
tions, including Hagerstown’s Congregation B’nai Abraham.
The Tour is free and self-guided. Tour brochures with maps
will be available.

We are looking for donations of cookies and members
with smiling faces to greet our visitors as they come in. You
do not need to be an expert on our architecture! Informa-
tional brochures about our sanctuary will be available. Please
contact Judy Conrad at 301 992 5855 or Ginny Doarnberger
at 571 282 1659 if you can volunteer for times between 3
and 7. Thanks so much.

This year we are adding our December Jazz Vespers ser-
vice after the Tour. We will be advertising this wonderful
service along with the Tour so we are hoping to have folks
return here for quiet worship after walking around down-
town Hagerstown visiting houses of worship. 
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Labor of Love
Candlelight
Memorial Service
 Judy Conrad

On Wednesday, December 5, Labor Of Love will again
hold its Memorial Service in our Sanctuary. This is a parent-
led support group based at Meritus Medical Center, who for
almost 30 years has assisted families experiencing miscar-
riage, stillbirth, or infant loss. These wonderful people meet
with families and guide them along the very difficult path of
loss. Members of the specially trained nursing staff of the
Family Birthing Center also assist with this group and will
attend the service.

The theme for this year is Butterflies and the quote “Your
Wings Were Ready But My Heart Was Not.” The service in-
volves many readings and music selected by the parents them-
selves.

Last year there were 179 people in our worship space
sharing a quiet time with others who have had similar expe-
riences. It is the one day of the year when they can say their
baby’s name out loud and light a candle in the baby’s name,
surrounded by love and grace.

Our own Pastor David will be participating in this very
touching service. The feelings of loss after the death of an
infant do not go away over the years. They do change and
can reoccur, especially at Christmas. If you are a part of our
congregation or know someone who may feel that this ser-
vice is something that you are interested in, please come! No
reservations are required.

I promise that you will be met and accepted into this
wonderful family. There will be refreshments and a time for
fellowship after the service.

Deacon Update
Deacon Peg Hardinge, OSSD

As part of my service to Trinity, I am maintaining con-
tact with our college students. Thus far, I sent introductory
letters to each of the students in October, explaining Trinity’s
desire to keep in touch with them. I explained that I intended
to share their address via the newsletter (in the likely event
our members would want to send them a note, a Christmas
card or, even, a goody box); to which they could opt-out by
sending me an email. Only one student opted-out.

In November, I sent handwritten notes and a small
Starbucks card (from Trinity) as a midterm pick-me-up. I am
in hopes you will join me in sending a Christmas card for the
month of December. In case you are thinking about a goody
box, the internet says kids love toys (who knew), microwave
meals/snacks, socks, little plastic boxes, gift cards and fun
stuff.

College is much more stressful than it was in the 1960s
and 1970s. With drugs, threats of violence, and moreiintense
curricula, as well as all the other stresses young adulthood
brings, our kids need words of encouragement and support.
Please consider adding these wonderful men and women to
your Christmas card list. If you are interested in adopting a
student, let me know. It would just mean you would send
them notes on a regular basis; every month or so.

Here are the addresses and birthdays of our nine college
or graduate school students:

Patrick Anthony: 6118 Lockhouse Dr., Sharpsburg, MD
21782; birthday: 12.24.99.

Caroline Bradford: 950 Maine Ave., SW, Unit #508,
Washington, D.C. 20024; birthday: 8.14.95.

Christopher Bradford: 1925 E. Chester Rd., Apt. #27C,
Bronx, N.Y. 10461; birthday: 2.22.91.

Cole Conrad: 13129 Gentry Dr., Hagerstown, MD 21742;
birthday: 8.5.96.

Max Conrad: 939 Second St., Apt. #203, Williamsport,
PA 17701; birthday: 6.8.99.

Elizabeth Dagliano: 1200 Park Rd., Harrisonburg, VA
22802; birthday: 8.10.98.

Aaron Little: 16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd., Emmitsburg,
MD 21727-7700; birthday: 7.15.99.

Ashleigh McCoy: 965 Mulberry Ave., Hagerstown, MD
21742 (temp.); birthday: 7.31.94.

Laura Reed-Robinson: 3510 Wolverine Trail, Temple,
TX 76502; birthday: 1.24.90.

Thank you for helping with this meaningful ministry.
God bless us as we help them.
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Our Mission: Outreach
 June Habeck

THE VISITOR

On a slow day in November, a young black woman sud-
denly appeared in the Food Pantry. She actually walked qui-
etly in carrying a canvas bag, but to me she seemed to just
“be there” when I turned around.

She asked Dottie and me if this is where she could do-
nate food. When we affirmed that, she began to explain how
she had moved this food with her when she came to Hager-
stown last month. As she spoke, she had difficulty getting
out some of the words, somewhat like stuttering. So she hesi-
tated and told us, “I’m sorry I can’t talk well yet; I had a
brain aneurism and, since the surgery, I’ve been trying to
talk as much as I can to repair the damage.”

We told her we admired her determination to recover
and her effort to bring extra food to us. She said she hates to
waste food and that she was not sure whether or not we could
use it. She found us when she had called a taxi and told the
driver what she wanted to do but didn’t know where to go.
The driver immediately said that Trinity had a Food Pantry
and brought her here.

We both thanked her so much for coming and, as she
left, she said, “I’m so grateful you can use it! I love you all
and hope to see you in church!” 

After she left, Dottie checked the dates on the cans of
food. Only one out of 20 was not past expiration.

It seemed to me that food was so precious to her that she
could not bring herself to throw it away—even if it had ex-
pired. Then she made a specific endeavor to turn that deci-
sion over to us.

She impressed me as a determined, loving woman with
the courage to speak haltingly to strangers in a resolved ef-
fort to find a way in a new town to share her extra food with
those in need. Such is the Spirit of God’s love moving among
us.

FACTS & FIGURES: AT A GLANCE

Current versus past use of Clothing Bank & Food Pantry:

2018 2017 % Increase
Jan.-Oct. Jan.-Oct. (decrease)

Food Pantry
Families 1,415 1,241 --
Individuals 3,378 3,095 9.1

Clothing Bank
Families 1,973 1,745 13.1

The Maryland Food Bank (MFB) in Hagerstown is
Trinity’s state-level supplier of food. This fall, it reports that
making a commitment of $30 a month ($7.50 a week) each
year through the MFB will feed a food insecure person for
one year. Just $5 a week provides nearly 800 meals for hun-
gry neighbors each year, and $2.50 each week provides 390
meals, enough to sustain a family of four for an entire month.
For more information, contact MFB at (410)737-8282 or
DST@mdfoodbank.org. MFB is a safety net for the 665,420
Marylanders who are food insecure.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

In the fall 2018 issue of Maryland Food Bank Maga-
zine, Pastor Billy Smith, a long-time MFB partner and par-
ticipant in the Pack (food) to Give Back program noted,
“While people are thankful any day they receive food, there
is definitely a difference at the holidays; the relief in the par-
ents’ eyes, knowing their children will have a traditional holi-
day meal is almost indescribable.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO

The Clothing Bank needs men’s shoes and blankets.
The Food Pantry needs boxed desserts to bake (for the

children) and crackers, along with packaged snacks (for the
homeless).

Thank you for your contributions to our outreach mis-
sions!
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Celebrating 150 Years
of Great Food!
Judy Melby-Robinson

Each month we’re highlighting a recipe from the Trinity
cookbooks, in hopes you may like to try one of our member’s
dishes in memory or in honor of them. This month’s recipe is
from Anne Thayer, daughter of Edna and Charles Watkins,
also long-time members, both now deceased. Anne started
attending Trinity as a toddler in 1947.

CHOCOLATE DATE BARS

Makes 48 bars
1 (8 oz.) pkg. dates, cut up 2 eggs
1 C hot water 2 T. cocoa
1 tsp. baking soda 1 ¾ C sifted flour
1 C each: shortening and sugar
1 (12 oz. pkg. semi-sweet chocolate pieces
1 tsp. vanilla ½ C chopped walnuts

Combine dates, water, and soda. Let mixture cool. Cream
shortening, sugar, and vanilla until  light and fluffy. Add eggs
and beat well. Add sifted cocoa and flour, mix thoroughly.
Stir in date mixture, chocolate pieces, and nuts. Spread in an
ungreased glass pan, about 15 x 10 in.  Bake at 350 for 20
minutes.

Celebrating 150 Years
of Great Recipes!
Scarlett Michael

Each month we choose a recipe to feature in the Trinity
Messenger. This month I have chosen one that was submit-
ted by Inge Duda. It is featured in the newest cookbook, Trin-
ity Tasters Cookbook. Inge has recently become a deacon in
the church. She is working to get the prayer tree at Trinity
functioning again. She is the treasurer for the church, and
until recently was in charge of the Altar Guild.

DUTCH APPLE CHOPS

4 boneless ½ in. pork chops
2 C dry bread cubes ½ tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper ¼ C margarine, melted
2 T chopped onion ½ C chopped celery
¼ C milk 1 egg, beaten
1 can apple pie filling

Brown the pork chops on both sides in a skillet; place in a 9
x 13” baking dish. Combine next eight ingredients and mix
well. Spoon the stuffing on the pork chops. Pour the pie fill-
ing over the stuffing and pork chops. Bake at 350 for 1 hour.
Makes four servings.

Newsletter Deadlines

January Newsletter Friday, December 14, noon
February Newsletter Friday, January 18, noon
March Newsletter Friday, February 15, noon

We make every effort to keep the deadline on the Friday
after Church Council meetings. Due to holidays and some-
times how the Fridays fall during the month, this isn’t al-
ways possible.  We prefer the following formats: Word, Ex-
cel, jpeg. Please email items to: cgildee@tlchag.org.

Celebrate the
New Year with
Trinity Tasters
 Judy Conrad

Many of us do stay in for New Year’s Eve or turn in
early, but if you would like to party, come celebrate New
Year’s Eve on January 2 with Trinity Tasters! If you have
been a member of this great group for years or if you have
heard about it and would like to join, please come join us.
Trinity Tasters is a group of folks who like to eat! We eat out
or we share and eat in people’s homes. We divide into groups
and change groups yearly. It is now time to shake things up.
Our plan is to have New Year’s decorations, some fun music,
hats, horns, and maybe even a fake countdown to midnight!
You will see sign-up sheets at both worship services or you
can call Scarlett Michael at (301)800-6666. 



10 The Trinity Messenger, December 2018

Pastor’s Ponderings
Continued from page 1

was somehow an incarnate form of what it was we would
celebrate shortly after being startled by him in my bathroom?
Santa, no. Jesus, maybe.

I don’t know why Jesus would appear to me. Maybe he
was just some homeless person who found a door open and
he came into the building to warm himself. Finding the empty
bathroom, maybe he thought it was a good time to bathe. But
just maybe, God was incarnate at that very moment so long
ago. Whatever the case, it was a gift to me that has never left
my mind.

As we celebrate the wonder of Christmas, I hope we will
each realize how we can incarnate—make real—the love of
God. Of course we will give gifts to those we love and care
about. But may that love extend to the whole world. May
joy, peace, kindness, and compassion fill not only Christmas
Day but every single day of the year. We might even startle
someone with the presence of Jesus’s love in and through
our very actions. Merry Christmas indeed!

No one really knows on what day Jesus was actually
born. The first recorded date of Christmas being celebrated
on December 25 was in 336, during the time of the Roman
emperor Constantine, the first Christian Roman emperor. A
few years later, Pope Julius declared that the birth of Jesus
would henceforth be celebrated on December 25. That date
may have been chosen because the winter solstice, the day
when there is the shortest time between the rising of the sun
and its setting, happens on the December 21 or 22. There
was also a Roman festival called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti
(The Birth of the Sun) around the same time. It might have
been natural for the church to substitute a “son” for the “sun.”

The time preceding Christmas is known as Advent, its
exact length determined by the inclusion of four Sundays.
This year Advent begins on December 2. The color of the
day is blue, a sign of hope. It was at one time purple, as in
Lent, because Advent was then looked at a solemn season of
repentance culminating in the joy of Christmas. The Advent
wreath, with its four blue candles, counts down the time to
Christmas. Its origins are somewhat mysterious, but may have
to do with a Scandinavian tradition of hanging a wagon wheel
from the ceiling and festooning it with greens and candles as
a sign that even in the dead of winter spring would soon
emerge.

We will have a craft time between the services on Sun-
day, December 2. Cookies and lemonade will be served. Make
something that will put you in the Christmas Spirit.

Advent Lessons and Carols will be held in All Saints’
Chapel at 7 p.m. on Thursday, December 6. We are more
familiar with Lessons and Carols at Christmas. At this ser-
vice, we will hear several lessons foretelling the coming of

the Lord. We will sing our favorite Advent carols. Refresh-
ments will be served after the service.

On Christmas Eve we will have three services:
4 p.m.: Quiet Service of Holy Communion in the sanc-

tuary, which concludes with candle lighting around the Christ-
mas Crib. We will incorporate elements of earlier Christmas
celebrations in keeping with our 150th anniversary. The sanc-
tuary is beautiful as the sun sets! Come, get an orange and
that special candy you may remember from years past.

7 p.m.—Family Service in Fellowship Hall. Hear
Christmas favorites and contemporary music. Candle light-
ing is part of this service. We also have the ability to show
visual clips to help us all understand the meaning of Christ-
mas. The celebration of Holy Communion shows us in a very
real way how Jesus is present among us still.

10 p.m.—Musical Prelude to prepare us for Christmas.
10:30 p.m.—Festival Service with special music, Holy

Communion, and candle lighting. Come see the special deco-
rations that have been tucked away in storage for many years!

On December 26, the annual Festival of Historic Houses
of Worship will take place. Trinity will be one of the stops.
The day will conclude here at Trinity with A Birth With
Jazz. This will be our December edition of Jazz Vespers. It
will feature some elements from the service of Evening
Prayer, but will have readings both secular and sacred. It
will feature candle lighting and your favorite carols. Dessert
is part of the tour, and will be available up to the start of the
service at 7:30 p.m. Our own Jazz quartet will play for the
second time.

Christmas goes on for a full 12 days. Given the fact that
Christmas starts in stores in September, the world thinks it’s
over on the 26th. Not true! Think of the song, “The 12 Days
of Christmas.” It ends with Epiphany, January 6, which this
year is actually a Sunday. The Magi come to visit the Christ-
mas Crib and leave their presents of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. These gifts prefigure the royal lineage of Jesus, as
well as predict his death. We also bless the doors of the church
in a special ceremony that begins the liturgy, both down-
stairs and upstairs. Above the door in chalk we mark this
cryptic sign: 20 + C + M + B + 19

What does this mean? You have to come to church that
day to find out!
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“““““Thank You!”

* Indicates under 10
** Indicates over 75

1 Gladys Hipp**
2 Andrew Bitner

Douglas Stull
3 Brent Toms
5 Cathy Gorsuch
7 Gary Hammond

Helen Ludwig**
James Rohrer

8 Fred Garrett**
Genevieve Rochefort

9 Angel Stull
11 Jean Kendle**
13 Anne Mowen
14 Vi Carlson**
16 Addie Hardinge
21 Thomas Anthony

Keith Scheer
24 Patrick Anthony

Matthew Stull
25 John Hershey, III
28 Ronald Kershner

Rob McCoy
29 Joel Pryor
31 Junior Michael**

Maria Winebrenner

Dear Trinity Friends,
Thank you for the beautiful flowers for my birthday. I

was able to make a lovely arrangement with them. It is
always nice to be remembered and I appreciate your
kindness.

Sincerely,  Sarah Jones

Dear Trinity Family,
Thank you for the beautiful bouquet of flowers! Thank

you to Barbara Smith for delivering them. Thank you also
for the many thoughts and prayers as I continue to fight
cancer. Your love and concern is greatly appreciated. 

Lisa Norgard 

Dear Trinity Members,
A note to thank you for the beautiful flowers I received

while in the hospital. I received bouquets from both 1st
and 2nd service—how wonderful! And thank you also for
the prayers for my healing—I’ve improved tremendously.

Sue Bell

Dear Trinityl
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers I received

for my birthday. They are much appreciated.
Sincerely, Helen Rohrer

* Indicates 50 years or more

2 Shane & Stephanie Angles
12 Kenneth & Erma Leedy, Jr.*
17 Kenneth & Judy Purdham
22 Ralph & Judy Conrad
28 Michael & Cathy Gorsuch

Ronald & Sue Kershner*
30 Jeff & Lezlee Sabo
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